Nature Tourism

Roundtable Discussion Work Session

Tuesday, March 25, 2003 – Governor’s Conference

Moderator: Dave Sharpe, MSU Extension, 994-5608, dsharpe@montana.edu
Resource: Ted Eubanks, Fermata, Inc., info@fermatainc.com
INTERESTS of Discussion Group:

-Retreat Centers

-Hot Springs Spa/Mineral Healing Water 

-Cooperation with North Dakota 

-Chambers

-Eco-Tourism 

-Dinosaur Trail

-Bird Watching

-Interpretation/Story Telling

-Marketing


-State


-Individual/Local level

-Lewis & Clark

-Develop Physical Trails

-Working with different industries to develop trails

-Community Level

DEFINE NATURE TOURISM:

-Any and all nature resources 

-Anything living, authentic, real, weather, sky, animals, silence, darkness

-Take everything and tie it in 

RETREAT TOURISM:

-Spiritual/health – small- individual

-Small/midsize retreats – 100 people – team building

-Big Retreat – economy

Spas- room to grow – tie into nature

-Formal/informal

MARKETING – FAM TOURS – TIE INTO HOT SPRINGS ACROSS STATE

-Understand resource base on property 

-Utilize extension services, chambers

-Sell the experience/storytelling

-Market in most cost effective means possible


-Use web sites 


-Get traveler involved


-Understand demand side 


-Market is greater than can be met


-Market to build tourism, expand, then sustain

LEWIS AND CLARK

-Problem – they are dead; they can’t be seen, but nature can 

-Corp of Discovery 


-Wrote about nature 

-Recreate adventure

TOURISM MEMORABILIA SUSTAINS / TIES BACK

-Local supply system 

-On web – resupply/reconnect on moments of reflection

-Be expansive, diverse

CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE AND EDC’S (Economic Development Councils)

-Model  - Canadian, Texas, Wildlife coop of all ranches, B & B’s, CRP book thru chamber 

-Get creative on fund raising

ECO-TOURISM/DINOSAUR TRAILS, ETC.

-Cooperative 

-Pocket trail map

BIRD WATCHING IN MT

-Species attract people 

-Put in bird watching blinds

-$ To improve habitat from federal grant $

INTERPRETATION / STORYTELLING 

-Organic – bringing things alive based on the moment 

-Time travel – look at it from a different perspective 

-Education in the informal; in the field

DEVELOP PHYSICAL TRAILS

-Where that trail goes is based on the story you are trying to tell

-Materials you use are dependent on what you are trying to do on the trail-natural materials

-Put as little on the ground as possible; seasons change, move people; change; new discovery

-Butte conference on trails

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION  AND FWP

-$

-Scenic byways

-Good $ follows good ideas

-Farm bill has good opportunities

COMMUNITY LEVEL

-Develop small business workshops on how - to’s

-Develop fam tours for community members and front line people to develop pride in local area

-What makes your spot special 

-Be proud of where you are 

