ENCOUNTER THE BITTERROOT SALISH, 2005

In most non-Indian accounts this was the beginning of Montana history. But as you 

see in the Salish-Pend D’Oreille Timeline, the expedition was entering a tribal world that was much older they could have imagined.

For the Salish..this encounter and the subsequent history of relations with the non-Indians and the U.S. Govervenment occupied only a small part of the most recent period of tribal history.

To understand the tribal perspective, one must consider the length of that history and the depth of the tribal relationship with the Bitterroot Valley.

THE RELATIONSHIP WITH THE LAND

Elders tell us that the Salish-Pend D’Oreille relationship with the Bitterroot Valley in particular-reaches back to the earliest beginnings of human history.

Linguists say names given to places in the Bitterroot and the vast surrounding aboriginal territories, are among the oldest words in the Salish language.

Other names come from Coyote stories-traditional stories of creation, as we know it.

Geological and archaeological  information are a confirmation of our oral tradition.

Place names are linguistic record of a way of life that has sustained the tribes for millennia.

THE ENCOUNTER AND AFTER: 1805-2005

The actual encounter with the L&C expedition is considered to be of little importance in tribal perspective. The events following this meeting changed Salish life forever.

1. The Hellgate Treaty of 1855-ceded 22.5 million acres, retained 1.2million for their sole use.

2. 1901-Dawes Act(Allotment Act)
3. 1903-06 In preparation for homesteading, Executive Order removed land for the Bison Range, highway and railway right of ways, school sections and land for the purpose of generating funds for schools/boarding schools.

4. Homestead Act, 1910-21, “surplus land” opened for homesteading.
After two hundred years of encroachment upon our land and cultures, the Salish Pend D’Oreille remain a strong nation. having adapted to meet today’s challenges, we will again welcome you to the Bitterroot Valley, home of our Ancestors.
ENCOUNTER THE BITTERROOT SALISH, 2005

This is an event celebrating the Salish Tribe, their cultural values of hospitality, diplomacy, and generosity. Without the help of this tribe, it’s very possible that the expedition might not have been successful in its endeavors.

The Tribes have prevailed over many hardships and challenges. This event will showcase the same spirit that has brought them to 2005. 
________________________________________________________________________

FRIDAY, September 9


7 pm-Grand Entry, Welcome, Flag and Victory Song


Invocation


Contest Dancing/Drumming

SATURDAY, September 10


1 pm-Snake Dance, Flag Song, etc.


Contest Dancing/Drumming


Welcoming Ceremony for all visitors and L7C Re-enactors


Free Buffalo Feed


7 pm- Grand Entry

Contest Dancing/Drumming

SUNDAY AM


Salish Indian Mass-Fr. Connelly, S.J.


Move Camp
MJ Charlo, 2-05

