HOW TO GET CONNECTED

With the folks in Montana that work on a daily basis to promote tourism 

AND your business to the world!

Who are these folks?

· State level – Travel Montana (Montana Promotion Division, under the     Montana Dept. of Commerce

(See handout in notebook – No or Low Cost Advertising /Marketing Opportunities for details on various Travel Montana programs)

· Regional Level –  Regional tourism offices, chambers, Convention and Visitor Bureaus  (consider becoming a member – at the regional or community level, these folks promote primarily their members)

How Can These Folks Help promote you?

Both state and regional folks work with the media (travel writers, editors, photographers, TV and radio producers) on a daily basis, to assist in the development of story ideas, provide fact checking services, and alerting the media to newsworthy happenings throughout the state.  These efforts are both:

· reactive (fielding requests for information and providing financial and logistical assistance on a case-by-case basis) 

· proactive (developing and sending out story ideas and news releases; offering hosted press trips based on a theme or region of the state to qualified media; 

meeting with editors in key media markets; development of special media blitzes in key media markets)

How to Connect:

· Invite both state and regional people to your place of business to experience and see first-hand what you have

· Keep state and regional people posted via email, hard mail or phone call on BIG changes, special promotions or events happening in connection with your business.  This is a big state…we can’t promote what we don’t know!

· Offer up your facility or business for individual travel writers or organized press trips (Comped services are great in these circumstance; an alternative would be to offer a significant discount)
· Consider forming partnerships with others in your area to enhance your offerings, such as lodging facility teaming up with an outfitter to offer “special packages”.     Or a lodging facility developing a native culture tour with one of the reservations.  Or in the off season, develop a special activity (i.e. photo, watercolor, quilting workshops; cowboy poetry gatherings, etc.)

How To Get Connected                                                                                                                                                       1

