NO OR LOW COST ADVERTISING/MARKETING OPPORTUNITIES WITH TRAVEL MONTANA   2005/2006
General Consumer Publications

Bev Veneziano, Publications Manager

841-2898, FAX 841-2871, bev@visitmt.com

Montana Travel Planner: Statewide travel services data book offers free listings and space available advertising opportunities for reasonable fees. Updated yearly. Information and advertising deadlines: August. Distributed statewide for use in travel information racks and at visitor information centers. It is part of Travel Montana's fulfillment package for callers and website visitors requesting hard copy travel information. About 375,000 printed each year. 

Montana Winter Guide: Statewide winter recreation information focused on downhill and nordic skiing, snowmobiling, snowcoach tours, dog-sledding, and other winter recreation activities along with lodging and related winter travel services. Most placements in the guide require the purchase of ad space (very reasonably priced) to cover guide's cost, but there are some free listing opportunities. Updated yearly. Information deadlines: April. Distributed statewide for use in travel information racks and at visitor information centers. It is part of Travel Montana's winter fulfillment package for callers and website visitors requesting hard copy travel information. About 85,000 printed each year. 

Montana Calendar of Events: A free listing of statewide events of interest to visitors and residents published in an easy to use brochure two times yearly. One calendar lists events taking place around the state between April and October and the second covers October through April. Deadlines for submitting information are typically November and May, respectively. About 300,000 summer calendars and 80,000 winter calendars are printed every year.

**Material included in these guides and calendar of events are provided to Travel Montana's Electronic Media for placement on Travel Montana's various websites**

Group/Meetings/Convention Publications

 Marlee Iverson, Group Travel Specialist

841-2895, FAX 841-2871; miverson@mt.gov

Group Tour Planning Guide: Statewide publication designed to be an "all-in-one" tour planning reference.  With listings of attractions, events, hotels and restaurants, the guide encompasses the points of interest for the tour planner designing a Montana itinerary. Listed services must be able to accommodate groups of 40 or more people at one time. Updated every two years or as needed.  Part of Travel Montana's fulfillment for group travel requests and CrossSphere/National Tour Association Convention and American Bus Association Convention. Between 3000 and 5000 are printed.  Attractions are listed at no cost, there is a very small fee for hotels, restaurants, charter bus companies and receptive operators. The Group Tour Planners website - montanagroups.com - provides the publication's information in an electronic format.

Electronic Marketing

Jan Wirak, Web Content Specialist

841-2788, FAX 841-2811, jwirak@mt.gov

Travel Montana operates a number of Internet websites that provide information about Montana's travel opportunities and services, statewide. Like the publications, these are free listings for Montana's tourism-related businesses, attractions and organizations. The free listings include detailed descriptions, directions, and up to six photographs or images. An additional service for businesses with their own website is to link their listing with Travel Montana's website for a small annual administrative fee. Travel Montana's visitor information website addresses are: visitmt.com; wintermt.com; lewisandclark.state.mt.us; montanakids.com. Travel Montana's websites have been reporting well over 5 million visitor sessions annually.

Publicity / Photography

Donnie Sexton, staff photographer and publicity manager

841-2897, FAX 841-2871, donnie@visitmt.com 
Travel Montana’s publicity program works with both national and international travel media to cultivate editorial coverage on Montana in all forms of media

(print, internet, broadcast – TV and radio). One mechanism for doing this is to conduct escorted media or press trips, organized around activities, notable events or focused on a tourism region or community and its offerings. The publicity office works closely and cooperatively with the regions, CVBs and Montana tourism-related businesses to identify appropriate tours and secure complimentary or discounted services during these trips. At least one media tour is held in each of the state's tourism regions each year. 

Other publicity opportunities involve providing one-on–one logistical and financial support to broadcast and print media with assigned stories and new articles on Montana.   Tourism-related businesses can once again get involved with providing complimentary or discounted services.  The benefit to working with the media at any level is the potential media coverage that can result for your business.
Travel Montana maintains a stock photo library for use in Travel Montana publications and websites, regional and CVB guides.  The photos are also available for media use as visual support for Montana stories.    Opportunities exist for communities, as well as individual businesses to work with the staff photographer to have their communities or services and/or facilities included in the photo library.

Special Event Grant Program

Carol Crockett, Tourism Development Specialist

841-2796, FAX 841-2871, ccrockett@mt.gov
The Special Events Grant Program (SEGP) helps communities and organizations create and sustain local economic development through the creation of new annual, on-going events. Grant funds are available for event marketing, equipment rental, insurance, performer fees, security and mailings. Events less than three years old are eligible to apply. Eligible event categories include cultural and heritage events, sporting events, and attendance events. Grants are awarded through a competitive scoring process and there are matching fund requirements. Applications are typically available in October with the application deadline set for following mid-January. The SEGP funding pool has ranged from $50,000 to $100,000 annually. 
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