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A GLORIOUS RANCH VACATION – FOR ADULTS ONLY

“It’s all about getting up in the morning and deciding what we want to do,

what would be fun for us,” says adults-only guest Leslie Dorman.

The family summer vacation is over. You survived it – and even had fun. But you’ve vowed that the next trip will be just for the two of you.

You’re picturing delicious meals, marvelous personal service (with some pampering thrown in), fun activities and new adventures, and romantic nights under a starry sky in your very own hot tub. And, as much as you adore your children, you’re imagining lots of peace and quiet without them.

What you’re picturing is a few days or a week at Vista Verde Ranch, near Steamboat Springs, Colorado, where – during the month of September, from the beginning of January to mid-February, and in early June – the only guests are adults.

“Everyone’s there to make your life wonderful,” says Vista Verde visitor Leslie Dorman of Santa Monica, California. Although Vista Verde is known for its high staff-to-guest ratio at all times, the ratio is even higher during the adults-only periods, when the maximum number of guests is 28 (instead of 40). “There’s way more staff than guests – it’s incredible,” Dorman says.

“People are different when they’re traveling without their kids,” says Vista Verde Ranch Marketing Manager Stephanie Wilson. “They’re more relaxed, it’s easier for them to decide what they want to do because that’s all they have to think about: what they want to do.”

The activities to choose from during the September adults-only period include: horseback riding (with only a few guests per trail ride, the outings are highly personalized), riding clinics, hiking, mountain biking, fly fishing, and rock climbing. Hot air ballooning and massages are available for an additional fee.

In the winter, there’s cross-country skiing – on groomed trails and on guided backcountry trips. “In most people’s minds, backcountry skiing is hard-core, but we make it easy,” Wilson says, adding that there are all-day ski trips with lunch provided. “Once people try it, they’re hooked.” Other winter activities include: sleigh rides, horseback riding, and, for an additional fee, snowmobiling and dog sledding.
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During the adults-only periods – and at all other times, too – there are the extremely popular wine tastings and hands-on cooking classes, led by Head Chef Jonathon Gillespie.

Leslie Dorman, the director of a philanthropic foundation, and her husband John, the CEO of a technology company, have visited Vista Verde four times: once with their daughter (who’s now in college) and three times when the only visitors were adults.

“When you’re with a group of like-minded people – people who want to be in the outdoors – for a few days or a week, and it’s only adults who aren’t distracted by their children, you build some really nice friendships,” Dorman says.

Guests stay in luxurious log cabins – each with its own deck, outdoor hot tub, living room, and wood stove – or spacious lodge rooms with balconies, mountain views, and sitting areas. Meals – some gourmet, some casual, and all first-class – are served in the lodge, on the sun deck, or on the trail.

“Our guests often ask us to stop providing so much good food,” Stephanie Wilson says, laughing. And Vista Verde visitors have another concern, says Wilson. “They tell us, ‘I don’t really want to come back – I’m the kind of person who likes to go to new places – but I can’t find anyone else who does what you do!’”

So they come back… for the personal attention, the gourmet meals and wonderful accommodations, the activities and adventures, and for the relaxation. And because this adults-only vacation is nothing like the family trip to visit Grandma in Ohio.

Rates for the upcoming adults-only periods at Vista Verde Ranch:

From August 31, 2003 – September 28, 2003:

$2,150-2,600 per adult for a seven-night stay (Sunday to Sunday)

or $310-375/night per adult, three-night minimum

From January 5, 2004 – mid-February, 2004:

$1,960 per adult for a seven-night stay (Sunday to Sunday)

or $250-315/night per adult, three-night minimum

For more information, please contact:

Stephanie Wilson, Marketing Manager

800-526-7433

reservations@vistaverde.com
www.vistaverde.com

Stephanie can also provide contact names and numbers for Vista Verde guests who are available for interviews.

