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Facts of Life

N
We all produce trash.

Even nature produces trash

BUT It Is recycled (compostaulit
back to work as soil nutrients).

Sounds like a good idea!



N

The U.S. I1s 5% of the
world's population but uses

25% of Its natural resources.
Environmental Protection Agency



What | buy Is e
what | throw
away




Americans produce an average of

4.8 gounds of trash ger da¥

U.S. Waste Composition

O Type of Waste

B Paper

0O Glass

O Metal

B Plastic

O Food and Yard Waste
B Construction Waste
0O Hazardous Waste




What Is diverted waste?
N

Diverted waste Is all trash that does not
end up in the landfill or incinerator.
Waste diversion can be accomplished

through:
Reuse
Recycling
Composting



Waste hierarchy

N
Reduce (or preycle)

Reuse

Recycle
Compost

Waste to energy

Landfill or incineration



Important!
N

Donot precydee t
(reduce your waste and
consumption)!




Why Recycle?
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Why Recycle?
N
Saves landfill space
Saves produdbs natural resources
Reuses raw materials
Saves costs
Lower energy path to product
Psychologicaliy people are part of the planet

You have to keepiit reinforces how much you are
creating and throwing away

Provides products for people who may need them
but not able to afford to buy



Why Recycle?
N
Saves landfill space
Conserves and protects habitat
Reduces demand on natural resources
Saves energy

Reduces pollution from mining, manufacturing anc
andHilling

Reduces the amount of cardomng trees that
need to by cut to make paper

Provides more jobs than laflling
Saves our communities money in waste disposal f




Recycling Statistics
N

Americans throw away enough aluminum to rebuild our entir
commercial fleet of airplanes every three months.
Environmental Defense Func

Recycling 1 ton of paper products saves 17 trees, 2 barrels ¢
oil (enough to run the average car for 1,260 miles), 4,100
kilowatts of energy (enough power for the average home for |
months), 3.2 cubic yards of landfill space, and 60 pounds of
air pollution. Trash to Cash

The energy saved each year by steel recycling is equal to the

electrical power used by 18 million homes each year

enough energy to last Los Angeles residents for 8 years.
Steel Recycling Institute






