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For Immediate Release

MARKETING, PRESERVATION, ACCESS AND PARTNERSHIPS ARE FOCUS OF MONTANA GOVERNOR’S CONFERENCE ON TOURISM AND RECREATION MARCH 24-25 IN HELENA

Helena – March 13, 2003 – “Montana Tourism: Can You Hear Us Now?” is the theme for the 29th Annual Governor’s Conference on Tourism and Recreation scheduled at Helena’s Colonial Hotel, March 24-25, 2003. About 450 Montanans involved and interested in Montana’s second largest industry are expected to take part in the two-day educational and networking event.  

“The annual Governor’s conference brings Montanans together to network and learn about new and better ways the tourism and recreation industry can continue being a positive contributor to the economic vitality of our state and communities,” said Mark Simonich, Director, Montana Department of Commerce.  “With the industry’s new statewide strategic plan in place, the conference provides a forum for planning, partnership building and moving toward the new plan’s goals and objectives.”  

The conference theme represents one of the major focuses of the new Montana Tourism & Recreation Strategic Plan 2003-2007: effective communication with Montana’s markets, within the industry, and with Montanans. To set the stage for communicating with Montana’s visitor markets, the conference’s feature speaker, J. Walker Smith of Yankelovich, Inc., opens the Monday, March 24, agenda with a presentation on current consumer attitudes affecting travel and tourism. Smith is one of the nation’s leading analysts on consumer trends and marketing strategies.

Other Monday, March 24, highlights include:

· Joe Veneto, The Opportunity Guy, working with Montanans to develop visitor packages that respond to travel and tourism trends and niche market interests. 

· The new leaders of Montana’s federal land management agencies – Mick Holm, Glacier Park Superintendent; Bradley Powell, Northern Region Forester, U.S. Forest Service; and Marty Ott, Montana State Director, Bureau of Land Management – join with Angela West, national program lead for BLM’s Tourism and Community Services, in a workshop on creating effective community/agency partnerships.

--more—

· Butte and Stevensville representatives explain how their communities are using the national Main Street model to breath new life into their historic downtowns through preservation, economic restructuring, promotion and community organization.  

The feature presentation for Tuesday morning, March 25, addresses another major action outlined in the new strategic plan: building stronger ties between agriculture and tourism. Montana Department of Agriculture Director Ralph Peck will be joined by Wheat Montana’s Dean Folkvord, Shelly Carroccia with the Sweet Grass Ranch near Melville and the Montana Ranch Vacation Association, and Lill Erickson with the Livingston-based Corporation for the Northern Rockies in addressing opportunities in this area. 

Other Tuesday, March 25, highlights include: 

· Daniel Lorenzetti of The Web Workshop presenting the “6 Secrets To a Profitable Travel-Oriented Web Site” through on-line examples and audience participation.

· Thomas Jaffa of JAFFA Travel & Marketing Services in Seattle sharing tips on how to effectively reach the group travel market and other visitor markets through direct mail, familiarization tours and other affordable techniques. 

· Ted Eubanks of the Austin-based Fermata, Inc., joined by MSU Extension Community Development Program Leader Dave Sharpe in a presentation on Nature Tourism and Montana’s opportunities to develop and package attractions such as birding trails, watchable wildlife, and natural history.

Governor Judy Martz is the featured speaker at the Tuesday night banquet. She will present the Tourism Person, Tourism Community, Tourism Partnership, and Tourism Event of the Year Awards. Montana Blackfeet singer/songwriter Jack Gladstone will provide the Banquet entertainment.

Conference registration is $120 through March 14. It increases to $140 from March 15-22, $160 after that.  To register, contact RMS Management Services of Helena, 443-1160, FAX 443-4614, e-mail: skopec@rmsmanagement.com or log onto Travel Montana’s Intranet site: http://travelmontana.state.mt.us/conference for registration forms, agenda, sponsor and exhibitor information, lodging options and other useful information 

Tourism is one of Montana’s basic industries. In 2002, over 9.7 million people visited Montana, spending $1.8 billion on lodging food, shopping, transportation and gasoline.
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