[image: image1.png]









Contact:
Victor Bjornberg









Montana Commerce 

Department 

406-841-2795

Montana Scenic-Historic Byways Advisory Council Holds Organizational Meeting in Helena July 23, 2003

Helena – July 16, 2003 – The first meeting of Montana’s Scenic-Historic Byways Advisory Council (SHBAC) will take place Wednesday, July 23, 2003, 1:30-4:30 p.m. in Helena at the Montana Commerce Department, 301 South Park Avenue, in Room 228. The 11-member advisory council is assisting the Montana Transportation Commission and the Montana Department of Transportation in developing draft rules for the state’s scenic-historic byways program.

In May 2003, the Montana Transportation Commission accepted an offer from the Montana Commerce Department and its Tourism Advisory Council (TAC) to serve as an advisory council to draft rules for the state byways program. Under conditions set by the Transportation Commission and the Montana Department of Transportation, the SBHAC must limit the program to public and tribal lands while following the direction for program rules provided by the Montana Legislature in Montana Codes Annotated 60-2-602. 

The eleven members of the Scenic-Heritage Byways Advisory Council include:

· Kathy Brown, Nicholson, Inc., Helena, MT; TACouncil Chairwoman

· Scott Asche, Holiday Inn, Bozeman, MT; TAC

· Maureen Averill, Flathead Lake Lodge, Bigfork, MT; TAC

· Ramona Holt, H Bar R Ranches, Lolo, MT; TAC Vice-chairwoman

· Mike Scholz, Bucks T-4 Lodge, Big Sky, MT; TAC

· Homer Staves, Staves Consulting, Billings, MT; TAC

· Clark Whitehead, Bureau of Land Management, Lewistown, MT; TAC

· George Willett, Showdown Montana, Neihart, MT; TAC

· Richard J. Young, Fort Peck Tribes, Poplar, MT; TAC

· Dick Turner, Montana Department of Transportation, Helena, MT

· Ellen Baumler, Montana Historical Society, Helena, MT

The first meeting of the SHBAC will provide members with background on the national scenic byway program, the history of Montana’s scenic-historic byway efforts and organizational activities for the council. Background and information materials on the state’s scenic-historic byways program, the council as well as its meeting agenda are available on the Montana Commerce Department’s Montana Promotion Division Intranet site: http://travelmontana.state.mt.us.
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