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Eight MONTANA EVENTS RECEIVE $51,000 

IN MONTANA DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE “BED TAX” FUNDS 

THROUGH THE SPECIAL EVENTS GRANT PROGRAM (SEGP)

Helena, MT – March 11, 2003 – Malta, Choteau, Lewistown, Butte, Plentywood, West Yellowstone and Fort Benton were awarded a total of $51,000 from Montana Department of Commerce, Promotion Division’s Special Events Grant Program (SEGP).  This program utilizes “bed tax” funds to assist in the promotion and implementation of tourism-related events.

Mark Simonich, Director, Montana Department of Commerce approved the SEGP funding for the eight events following recommendations from the Montana Promotion Division and members of the Governor-appointed Tourism Advisory Council. The eight SEGP recipients were selected from 26 applications submitted for funding.

“State investment in these eight tourism-related events is part of our effort to enhance Montana’s communities and strengthen the local and state economy,” said Simonich in approving the SEGP awards. “Each of these events brings dollars into the host area as well as adding to its appeal as a visitor destination for both Montanans and out-of-state visitors.”

The eight 2003 SEGP awards are:

$2,500: Malta - Milk River Gospel Jamboree

$2,500: Choteau - City of Choteau - Grizzly Marathon

$4,000: Malta - City of Malta - Mustang Stampede
$4,000: Fort Benton - Fur Trade Symposium - Opening of the Fur Trade
$4,900: Plentywood - Sheridan Development Corporation - Prairie Fest

$7,500: Lewistown - Fergus County/Fergus County Fair Board - MT Winter Fair
$10,750: West Yellowstone - Yellowstone Center for the Arts - Yellowstone Festival of the Arts

$14,850: Butte - Montana Gaelic Cultural Society - An Ri Ra

The Special Events Grant Program (SEGP) was developed in 2002 to create and sustain economic development through the creation and/or substantial enhancement of an annual, on-going event.  Deadline for the next round of grant applications will be mid-January 2004. For more information, contact Montana Promotion Division 406-841-2870.

  # # #

The Montana Department of Commerce Promotion Division’s tourism promotion and development efforts, statewide, are financed by the four percent lodging tax.  These efforts have not used General Fund dollars since 1987.
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