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Global Travel Trends, Strategic Storytelling, and International Marketing Experts Headline 2012 MT Tourism Conference Agenda
The 2012 Montana Governor’s Conference on Tourism & Recreation features three keynote presentations from experts in national and international travel trends research, strategic storytelling and the United States new international marketing program. The conference runs Wednesday-Friday, April 11-13, at Great Falls Best Western Plus Heritage Inn. 

Dr. Suzanne D. Cook, Senior Advisor, U.S. Travel Association, opens the conference’s Thursday morning session with a presentation on “2012 Travel Trends: The World and the Nation.” Dr. Cook led the U.S. Travel Association’s Research Program - considered THE SOURCE for reliable, consistent information about travel and tourism in the US – until making her recent move into the Senior Advisor position. She’ll be sharing the latest data from the Research Program’s tracking and monitoring of national and international travel. 

Bill Baker of BB&Co follows Dr. Cook’s presentation with a mid-morning session on strategic storytelling. His “Building Your Brand One Story at a Time” presentation focuses on the power of storytelling as a method for attracting visitors, providing quality visitor service, gaining repeat visitors and earning positive word-of-mouth promotion. We’ve asked Bill to incorporate the Montana Brand and Montana examples into the tips and action “take aways” he’ll provide during his presentation. 

Diane Shober, Director, Wyoming Office of Tourism, is a board member of Brand USA, Inc., the national organization spearheading the new international promotion program for the United States. On Friday morning, April 13, Diane will share the latest information on the organization’s “United States of Awesome Possibilities” Campaign and how Montana can get involved and benefit from this international effort. 

In addition to the keynotes, the Thursday and Friday agenda includes:

· 15 education break-out sessions covering various topics

· 3 field trips to Great Falls attractions

· 2 luncheon presentations

· Montana Tourism Awards Banquet

On Wednesday, April 11, conference registration begins at noon. Wednesday afternoon conference attendees are offered free tours of Great Falls, showings of two movies highlighting unique stories from the region, three Montana tourism organization meetings and a grant application training session. The evening features the conference Welcome Reception beginning at 7pm. 

For the full conference agenda and registration, go to: http://travelmontana.mt.gov/conference/ 

